
What’s happening with ReUnite Ministries? 
Quite a bit, actually, and we want to 

share with you. The pandemic didn’t stop us 
from our mission of creating a spirit-filled and 
peaceful residential counseling and education 
center where we could redeem mothers, 
reunite children, reclaim families and restore 
communities for the glory of God. 

Through your giving, our faithful and talented 
volunteers finished renovating the ReUnite home. 
Our first mother hopes to regain custody of her 
four children in a few months, due largely to 
ReUnite’s Christian-based counseling and training 
program. And church leaders have given us the 
go-ahead to select two more moms. Through 
Christ, and Christ alone, we are fortifying our 
foundation and transforming ReUnite into the life-
changing ministry God called it to be. We’re ready 
to roll. 
                           
We couldn’t have done this without you. Your 
continued giving has provided us with resources 
to permanently end the destructive cycles 
contributing to mothers losing custody of their 
children. Your giving is helping relieve an already 
overwhelmed foster care system and giving 
families a new start. Bless you for your generosity.

Alive & Well
and Ready to Roll

An Update from ReUnite Ministries
Fall 2020

Happenings

May the Lord show 
you kindness and 
faithfulness, and I 

too will show you the 
same favor because 
you have done this. 
2 Samuel 2:6 (NIV)
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are all broken somewhere. We all need help. As 
long as we have a mustard seed of faith in Father 
God, every addicted mother can recover.”

Challenges remain, but for the first time in her 
adult life, she has hope, she said. 

In six months, she hopes to regain custody of her 
children and start life anew, with a new home 
and job. “I want to see mothers, like me, come 
to life and take care of the gift God gave us — 
our children. It’s nice to have someone trust me 
again.” 

If you can help locate a home for Autumn 
and her family, or suggest a job opportunity, 
contact: ReUnite Ministries, 865-984-9200, Ext. 
1020.

Autumn LaFleur grew up in the church. Her 
parents didn’t abuse drugs or alcohol, and yet 

her “decent” upbringing didn’t prevent her from 
getting involved in risky behaviors to feed a drug 
addiction that nearly killed her.

The night the 36-year-old mother overdosed on 
heroin, she was in her van with two of her four 
kids — including her three-month-old infant 
— and a young niece. At this point, she had 
already completed multiple treatment programs, 
which helped her stay clean during two of her 
pregnancies, but they all ended the same way — 
in relapse. She wanted to die.

But God had other plans for her and her children 
who also live in Blount County. 

He led her to ReUnite Ministries. 

During her months-long journey, Autumn and 
her ReUnite counselor have dug deep to uncover 
the root causes of her addiction that started 
with casual drug use as a teenager to complete 
dependence on pain pills, crack cocaine and 
heroin a few years later. It has opened her 
eyes to why she became involved with, and 
ultimately married, two abusive addicts. Family 
members, including her children, are undergoing 
counseling, too. 

Through ReUnite and its Family Mentor Program, 
she has befriended people with whom she can 
share her life, people who offer sound advice 
when life gets hard. As she explained, “you 
relapse mentally before you actually relapse. 
Now, I have so many people I can reach out to 
when I have to recharge.”

More important, she has learned to see herself as 
God sees her. 

“That’s big,” Autumn said. “My confidence has 
grown. My relationship with God has grown. We 

HOPE RESTORED:
Autumn LaF leur’s Journey
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A Home for Moms
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HONORING A TRADITION:

The ReUnite home has always 
been a place for moms, and the 

former Marine who helped develop 
the facility couldn’t be happier that 
the tradition continues.

“I couldn’t be more thrilled,” said 
84-year-old Lee Morton, whose 
family once owned the property 
now managed by ReUnite Ministries. 
“I have nothing but good feelings 
about the whole thing.”

The 10-bedroom ReUnite 
home began in the late 1990s 
as an assisted living facility. Its 
development was a win-win for 
everyone involved — Lee’s aging 
mother, Dorothy, a former church 
secretary and Sunday school 
teacher, and two nurses, who 
wanted to develop a senior care 
center in Blount County. 

Lee donated his family’s property 
and the two nurses constructed 
the facility. Lee had stipulations, 
however. He required that the 
new property owners care for his 
mother until her passing, and that 
they name the facility in her honor. 
And so began the Dorothy Morton 
Center for Quality Assisted Living.

Autumn LaF leur’s Journey

“I wanted people to know my mama was there. 
She didn’t get enough recognition in her life,” 
Lee said. “I still feel good about that deal.” Since 
the center was literally next door to the home he 
shared with his wife, Mildred, Lee could check in 
on his mother as often as he wanted. “It was a 
super good situation.”

Though the building no longer bears his mother’s 
name, the same spirit lives. ReUnite is still a home 
for moms. 

“I wanted people to know my 
mama was there.” 

           — Lee Morton

A Home for Moms

Dorothy M. Morton
1914 - 2006
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Our mission is helping reunite children with 
their biological mothers and equipping these 

women to become the mothers God created them 
to be. 

It’s a worthy purpose.

According to the most recent statistics, only 64 
foster families currently are approved to care for 
241 Blount County children who’ve been removed 
from their parents’ care. An additional 54 children 
now live in residential-care facilities.

Conquering Addictions

ReUnite is addressing the problem. By helping 
mothers conquer addictions and end the cycles 
of dysfunction that resulted in their children’s 
removal.  ReUnite is reclaiming families and 
alleviating an overwhelmed foster care system. 

While we are committed to redeeming mothers, 
a sad reality remains.  Our community has too 
few foster families.  Is God calling you to help by 
becoming a foster parent?

If so, contact: Susan Spalding, Blount County 
Foster Parent Association, 865-407-7190 or 
fosterfamiliesofBC@hotmail.com.

HELP FILL A GAP: 
Consider Foster Care
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Help Us Grow ReUnite
SPREAD THE WORD: 

Thank you for your continued support 
and prayers. Working as one body, we 

are expanding God’s kingdom and making a 
difference in our community. Below are some 
ways you can help us grow ReUnite.

How to Give

Through ReUnite’s partnership program, ReUnite 
365, supporters can give $365 per year (either a 
one-time gift of $365 or a recurring gift of $31.68 
per month). To become a partner, visit: 
https://bit.ly/3ggiPe6. 

ReUnite also gratefully accepts one-time 
donations in any amount. To make a donation, 
text ReUnite to 77977. 

Social Media

Help us spread the word about ReUnite 
Ministries. Like us on our social media platforms: 

Facebook - facebook.com/ReUniteMinistries 
Instagram - instagram.com/reunite_ministries

How to Volunteer

ReUnite needs you! If you’re interested in 
volunteering, call or email us. Currently, we’re 
recruiting family mentors who can support 
our mothers while they complete the ReUnite 
program and after they graduate. 

Contact Information

ReUnite Ministries
3419 E. Lamar Alexander Pkwy.
Maryville, TN 37804

Phone: 865-984-9200, Ext. 1020

Email: reunite@riorevolution.com

https://bit.ly/3ggiPe6
http://facebook.com/ReUniteMinistries
http://instagram.com/reunite_ministries

